Seed Fund Research Call for Proposals 2025-2026

“Transition to a circular economy in Limburg through Material Flow Analysis”
Background and purpose

The transition to a circular economy is one of the main societal challenges confronting society, calling for innovative ways to provide mobility, housing, food, and clothing sustainably and equitably. Much like governments, industries, and the financial sector, educational institutions are increasingly called upon to address their role in advancing circular practices, particularly within the context of regional sustainability efforts.[footnoteRef:1] Maastricht University (UM) recognizes the pressing need to accelerate the transition to a circular economy both within the university and across the Limburg region, aligning with its vision of being a circular campus in the coming years.  [1:  European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform (2016) ] 


While stepping up to this challenge, UM acknowledges the environmental challenges we face while figuring out how to transition from linear to circular systems. Suddenly stopping our current practices could cause problems for local economies and supply chains, so we need a careful, step-by-step plan that takes several years to complete. It would require approaches where interdisciplinary knowledge development and transdisciplinary collaboration is closely connected to societal initiatives. 

To drive this transition, UM has launched an Expertise Centre for Regional Circular Economy (ERCE), a hub that brings together multi-level stakeholders from industry, government, and civil society to co-create practical solutions. ERCE connects UM’s expertise from all academic fields to regional initiatives, building a knowledge base that tackles the unique challenges and opportunities of circular transitions in Limburg.[footnoteRef:2] By linking local efforts to national and international dynamics, ERCE enhances the impact of circular economy innovations. [2:  Euregio Meuse-Rhine – more details about the region will be shared during the match-making event] 


Call for Proposals 

We invite UM researchers to apply for seed funding to launch interdisciplinary, cross-faculty projects that strengthen circular practices across the Limburg region. In alignment with ERCE’s data-driven vision, the projects would support UM’s ambition to be a ‘living lab’ that models and advances the principles of circular economy in education, research and operations.[footnoteRef:3] The seed fund seeks to kick-off collaborative research, encourage researchers at UM to collect new data and leverage the data provided by ERCE.[footnoteRef:4] In this manner, UM collaborates with regional stakeholders across the Limburg region, contributing to the evidence base to link academic insights with real-world impact. [3:  UM Sustainability Roadmap 2030]  [4:  Details about the data will be shared during the match-making event] 


The research stemming from these projects will be: 

· data-driven, addressing the transition to a circular economy within the region
· interdisciplinary, bridging disciplinary boundaries and involve researchers from at least two UM faculties 
· collaborative, creating ties with external stakeholders within the region 
· impactful, exploring possibilities to contribute to bachelor, master and PhD programmes of UM
· visible and relevant, addressing the needs of research, education, business development, policymaking and the wider society

Match-making event ‘Limburg’s path to a circular economy’

In order to foster collaboration between researchers of different faculties, SUM2030 will organize a so-called match-making event. Researchers will have the opportunity to connect, exchange ideas, pooling their expertise and knowledge to conceptualise ideas that can help build a knowledge base on the specific challenges and opportunities for regional circular transitions. 

This match-making event will take place on Thursday, September 04th, from 15:00 – 17:00.

Location: Tapijnkazerne 11 (exact room will be shared later)

Registration is mandatory and sign-up via this link. 

Writing your proposal

Selected proposals in this call will be awarded a seed fund that facilitates: 
· establishing strategic collaborations between sustainability researchers within UM
· preparing for external (international) collaboration and research grants. 
The seed fund should preferably support new research collaborations or strategically and significantly expand existing research collaborations.  
Who can apply?
The call is open for all researchers with a position at UM.
What can be applied? 
The maximum requested amount of funding per proposal is €75.000. The own contribution per proposal is at least €10.000 (cash or in-kind, to be specified in the proposal).

Total budget: €350.000

Evaluation criteria

Eligibility
· The proposal is submitted by researchers from at least two UM faculties
· The proposal includes a commitment and a specification for the own contribution to the budget 
Research quality and originality
The proposal 
· incorporates Material Flow Analysis as a key consideration in designing the research project to address circular economy challenges
· demonstrates the added value of the research collaboration by utilizing data from ERCE, complemented by new data collected by the project—which will be shared with ERCE—along with the contributions of different scientific fields and the advancement of a circular economy in Limburg. 
· provides a concrete plan for identifying (further) external stakeholders such as companies and/or (local) governments
Team 
The applicants
· have a track record in the proposed research field(s)
· are able to attract and engage top researchers and students from UM 
· are able to attract and engage different partners across sectors (e.g. business, government) 

Impact and future potential
The proposal
· is supported by one or more external stakeholders and/or Brightlands campuses confirmed and specified in a Letter of Support
· clarifies how the researchers will engage with other researchers and/or stakeholders to grow from a seed fund project to a larger research project
· provides a concrete plan for further research support from external funds

Submission of applications

Proposals can be submitted using the application form in the appendix to sustainability@maastrichtuniversity.nl and should not exceed a maximum of five pages. The submission deadline is October 06, 2025. 

More information

For additional information, please contact Ahmed Hussain, SUM2030 Sustainability Research Coordinator via ahmed.hussain@maastrichtuniversity.nl































Appendix - Application form Call “Seed Fund for transition to a circular economy in Limburg through Material Flow Analysis” (max. 5 pages after completion)


	Proposal details

	Main Applicant:
	

	Title(s), initial(s), name:
	

	Phone:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Department:
	

	Co-applicants (at least 1):
	

	
	Name
	Department
	School/Institute

	1. 
	
	
	

	2. 
	
	
	

	3.    
	
	
	

	       Etc.
	
	
	

	Title of the proposal:
	


	Project duration (Months):
	



	Circularity Research Collaboration and Strategy

	Please include the following elements: added value of the research collaboration, which leverages data through ERCE; the contributions from different scientific fields to enrich the project; the connection to Limburg’s transition to a circular economy through Material Flow Analysis; and plan for identifying (further) external stakeholders, such as regional companies.  

	






















	Project Goal, Workplan and Outcomes

	Please describe: the goal of the project, project approach, time plan/work plan, and the expected outcomes

	




















	Project team 

	Please describe: the members of the research team, the complementary expertise, and the track record of each applicant

	

























	Impact and Future Potential

	Please describe: how this seed grant is supported by external stakeholders, how researchers will engage with other researchers and/or stakeholders to grow from a seed fund project to a larger research project, the plan for further research support from external funds, and the type of output/dissemination project is planning.

	

















	Budget

	Total project costs:
	€

	Specification of the project costs:
	








	Requested amount of funding (max. requested budget is € 75,000):
	€

	Amount and specification of co-funding (cash or in-kind) by applicants
	€







