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Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

Technological Society

Full course description

In this course you will explore and analyse what it means to live in a technological society. In
particular, you will study how technology and society have been intertwined since World War Two.
While technology has always been an intricate part of any society, in the second half of the 20th
century technological change became a defining characteristic of the way societal structures,
‘media and art are constituted and organized. In this course, you will investigate and unravel this
distinctive condition.

The central idea of this course is that many current societal issues build on, resonate and reflect
issues in the past. You will study five different areas in which questions about technology’s rol
society are central: security, mass media, environment, health and work. Taking its starting poi
current challenges related to these five areas, you will seek to contextualize them in relation to
parallel developments in the period 1950-2000. This course is foremost about social and cultural
questions. In this course you will learn that technological development is not just about
technology.

Course objectives

© You will learn to recognize and articulate contemporary challenges of technology in society,
in particular in the areas of security, mass media, environmental pressures, health and work
& consumption

© You will learn how to productively draw parallels between the current s
developments and imaginations in the past

© You will learn to recognize and apply analytical perspectives to analyse the entanglement of
technology, media, and politics in our contemporary society.

© You will be able to make a reasoned contribution to academic and societal debates on the

role of technology in society

ietal issues and

Recommended reading
See course book.

Period 1
5 Sep 2022 28 Oct 2022
Print course description &

ECTS credits: 9.0
Instruction language: English
Coordinator:

AM. Hommels

Teaching methods: PBL
Assessment methods: Written exam
Keywords:

Science, Technology and Society studies;
Media; Security; Environment; Health; W
ork; Social Shaping of Technology; techno
logical determinism
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Doing Ethnography

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

Doing Ethnography

Full course description
Inthis siiscourse,studentsare Introduced o the qualitaive research method of ethnography.
Following an ntroduction o ethnographicresarch, th students of ezch tutoria group work
together oncolzboratively developing a esearch problem and design related totheroe of
technology n contemporary sociey,which elatestothe TechnologialSocety course),which can
be tackied through  seresofindvidual methadologiclexeriss.Students practice diferent
methods inthe ethnographic ool such s conducting paticipant obsenvation research,onlne
etnnography and qualtative inerviews.In bringin together the diferet execies n aresarch
report(writen individualy by each student), w discus how ethnogrzphic materal can be
generated;how the esuls can be inerpreted and analysed; and how ethnographi esearch can
be made robust, vaid and reiable.

Course objectives
Upon cometion f this skis couse, you will e abie to:

© understand and expainthe main characteristicsofethnographic rescarch

© (collaborativey) deine  esearch poblem which i suitable o an ethnographic pproach

© opply different ethnographic methods particpant abservation,online ethnogaphy,
qualitaiveiterviews) to th reserch problem

© communicate with reearch participants inaproessionaland etically sound manner

© usedifernt ways of recording and documenting research data

© sccount forand efect upon methodological choices

© onalysecthnographic moterals in elation tothe research problem

Recommended reading
The core textsfor this skils training are.

© Seale,C (£4).(2018),Researching Society and Culture (sth editon) London: Sage.
© Tayior .1, R Bogdan, & DeVault, M. L (2016). Introduction to Qualitaive Research Methods
dth edition). Hoboken: Wiley.

Both texts are methodological rference works, which provide useful background information for
the research that you wil conduct during his skl training.

period 1
5 Sep 2022 28 Oct 2022
Print course description &

ECTS crets 40
Instruction anguage. engiin
Cooranator

A Supper

Teaching methocs.

Assignment(s), Lecture(s), Paper(s), PBL,
‘Skills, Research
ssessment methods Finlpaper
Keyworcs.

Ettnography, particpant abservatio, onl
ine ethnography,interviewing, technolog.
y
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Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

Knowledge and Cri

Full course description
Knowledge and Criticism examines the role of science in modern westen culture in its relation to
non-western cultures. Advanced science and technology re often understood as the hallmarks of
allthat makes us modern. How has this situation arisen? On what choices and assumptions is
‘modern science based? Knowledge and Criticism answers these questions by going back to the
founders of modern science (like Descartes and Newton), to the Enlightenmer
knowledge and progress (like those expressed in the French Encyclopédie), and to the reaction
against allthis during the Romantic era (with thinkers like Goethe and Humboldt). Students will
also investigate the present: what do scientists do today, and how does their work fitinto our
cuture and society? This course builds on your knowledge of Greek and medieval philosophy
acquired in ACU1000 Apollo and Dionysus. It prepares the ground for the great modernisation
themes in ACU1002 Disenchantment and Ideology. Its focus is also related to ACU2015
Technological Society.

Course objectives
Insight into the significance of science in modern western culture (in relation to non-western
cutures) and knowledge of the Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment and Romanticism.

Recommended reading

© Peter 1. Bowler and Morus, Iwan Rhys, Making Modern Science. A Historical Survey (Chicago:
‘The University of Chicago Press, 2005).

© Steven Shapin, The Scientific Revolution (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press 1996).

period2
310ct 2022 22Dec 2022
Print course description &

ECTS credits: 90
Instruction language: English
Coordinator:

REJ. de Bont

Teaching methods: PBL
Assessment methods:

Final paper, Witten exam

Keywords:
Sdientific revolution, Enlightenment, Rom
‘anticism, science & society
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Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Finding Sources

Full course description
This skills course trains you in finding and using sources for research. The first part deals with the
finding: how can | build up a useful bibliography for writing a paper? The second and third part
deal with the interpretation of sources: how can | make sensible use of evidence about the past?
The focus is on historical sources. But the skill of historical source analysis can also be readily
translated to the assessment of other kinds of information sources — almost any kinds.

Course objectives
The course has two aims:

© It trains you to find and critically assess appropriate sources in the light of a particular
research problem.

© ttintroduces you to historical methods (source cri
the humanities and qualitative social sciences.

m), applied to wide areas of research in

Recommended reading

© Bloch, M. (1992). The historian's craft (°, Putnam, Trans). Manchester: Manchester University
Press.

© Carr, EH. (1961). What s history? Harmondsworth: Penguin Books.

period2
310ct 2022 22Dec 2022
Print course description &

ECTS credits: 40
Instruction language: English
Coordinator:

M. Reithler

Teaching methods:

Assignment(s), Lecture(s), Research, Work
in subgroups

Assessment methods: portfolio

Keywords: Library search, Source aiticism
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Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Cultural Pluralism

Full course description
Contemporary western societies are characterized by cultural plurality: different social
‘communities have different values and lifestyles. Over the past two decades this diversity has
become  growing source of concern about how to reconcile the demands of plurality and identity,
in order to safeguard social and cultural cohesion. The course considers a number of normative
dilemmas that arise from the current co-existence of a diversity of cultural traditions. Discussions
are about Western values, Asian values and Islam; universalism and relativism; modernity,
secularism and the role of religion; human rights; globalisation; the culture of fear.

Course objectives

© Tolearn to describe the current challenges arising from diverse cultural identities ina
globalized world, and to understand the historical, intellectual and social genealogies of
these challenges in western society.

© To be able to identify and evaluate different postions
‘and to make reasoned contributions to such debates.

current debates on cultural values.

Recommended reading
Bhikhu Parekh (2000). Rethinking Multiculturalism. London/New York: Palgrave.
Michel Houellebecq (2015). Submission. Penguin Random House.

Period2
310ct 2022 22 Dec 2022
print course desdiption &

ECTS credits: 20

Instruction language: English
Coordinators:

© L. Kamphof

© D Kamphof

Teaching methods:
PBL, Lecture{s), Paper(s), Presentation(s)
Assessment methods:

Participation, Assignment, Final paper
Keywords:

Identity, values, Pluralism, secularism, cul
ture of fear
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Faculty of Arts and Social ciences
Doing Discourse Analysis

Full course description
Doing Discourse Analysis wil mmerse you nto unpacking three topica and controversial ssues,
elated o the paalle unning course Cutura Pluralism: 1) Poitical discussons about
multicultralism in Western Europe, 2)Recent mediations ofrefugees fleing toEurope and 3)
Debates about veiing,You willear how to unravelthe underying cultralnorms, deas and
categoriesthatstructurethe way i which an individuzl or a g10up ofactors gives meaningto
these subject matters.You il for instance analyse how difernt,contradictry identities of Syrizn
efugees are constructed nnews outets; inone story, they ae heplessvictms inneed of
humantarian help,in another seiish men thathavelefttheirfamiles behind.Disourse analysis s
2 socio-constructivst methodology tht llows you to a5k questions s as: Whse interests are
Served by these discourses? What power relationshps are at lay? Which vrsion of Syian efugee
dentity 2ppears to be dominant, and where does t come rom? Discourse analysis s about indng.
out how different groups ofpeople make sense of the world,how they crzte knowledge of the
worldthat they consider to be meaningful, and who s considered o b n  powerful nough
positon toutter statements that are considered o betrue.

‘You are introduced to doing discourse analysis i three ways. First, we will go back to discussions of
the work done by one of s founding figures, Michel Foucault. Second, you are nvited to become
acquainted with discourse analysis by having  close and crtical look at the ways in which scholars
have already analysed the three topics above. Third, we wil arn by doing. You willcllect
‘materialsfor analyss and analyse them together with your fellow students in small sub-groups,
and set up an individual research projectin which you will mobilize discourse analysis. You will
present this analyss during a final conference atthe end of the course. As such, the course also.
helps to foster your experience and expertis In teamwork and your presentation skils

Course objectives
Upon completion f tnis sk couse, you are able o

© explain/understand the principes of discourse analysis 232 methodology

© applydiscourse analysis inthe analyssof texts (i boad sense)

© pinpoint th vaious discourses o iscourse strands at workn gven exts/debates
© cffecivelypresent the outcomes of 2 discourse anayss

Prerequisites

Recommended reading
The readings n thi course are avaTlble a5 E-eaderson the UM Student Potal

perioa2
310ct2022 22Dec2022
Print course description &
ECTS cregts a0
nstruction anguage. Engiish
Coordinator:

1L Weusten

Teaching methods.

Skils, Assignment(), L, Presentationfs)
Assessment methods.

Keywords.
discourse anaysis, Foucault, Cultural Plur
alism, Methodology
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Facultelt der Cultuur- en Maatschappijwetenschappen
Research and Writing |

Volledige vakbeschrijving
‘The course “Research & Writing I”starts with a lecture series on different aspects of (cultural)
memory in period 1. The lecture series gives students an overview of possible topics in Arts &
Culture. In period 3, students will begin working on their own papers. The paper topics need to
felate to the theme of ‘memory.

Doelstellingen van dit vak
Students will have to master significant stages in writing an acadeic paper. The tutorials will
support students in formulating a research question, structuring their paper and writing about
their insights. Students will have to present their research results, ikewise providing and
receiving peer feedback on oral as well as written presentations of their research.

Aanbevolen literatuur

Jackson, H. (2005). Good grammar for students, London: Sage. Rawlins, . (1999). The writer's way
(ath ed.). Boston/New York: Houghton Miffling. Booth, W, Colomb, G., & Williams, 1. 2008). The
craft of research. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. Rawlins, 1. & Metzger, . (2012). The
‘writer's way (8th ed). Boston: Wadsworth.

periode 1
55ep 2022 28 okt 2022
Vakbeschrijving afdrukken &
Studiepunten: 70
Taal van de opleiding: Engels
Codrdinator:

1LCM. Wachelder

Onderwijsmethode:  Presentation(s)
Evaluatiemethoden

Presentation, Final paper

Trefwoorden:

‘Writing an academic paper, presenting res
earch results, (cultural) memory
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Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Apollo and Dionysus

Full course description

Course 1A Apollo and Dionysus’ provides an overview of the development of thinking about norms
and values in the history of Western civilization. It focuses upon a number of influential world
views and their moral implications — from the tenets of Socrates and Plato to those of Nietzsche
and Foucault. The starting point is the continuous tension between very rational, Apollonian’,
philosophical-ethical schools of thought on the one hand, and some alternative, ‘Dionysian’, more
comprehensive approaches to morality on the other, as expressed in works of art. For example, in
Greek tragedy the inadequacy of an exclusively rational approach —and indeed of any form of one-
sidedness —is a major theme. This interdisciplinary course, then, not only introduces the main
Western philosophical ethical traditions in their historical context, but also deals with more
implicitimages of ‘the good life’ as expressed in works of literature and art.

Course objectives

Knowledge and understanding of the origins of ethical views in modern Western civilization.

Recommended reading

© Blackburn, Simon. (2001). Being Good. A short introduction to Ethics. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

© Copleston, .C. (1985). A History of Philosophy. Book One (which contains vols. 1, Il and Il).
New York: Doubleday.

© Nussbaum, Martha C. (1986). The Fragility of Goodness. Luck and ethics in Greek tragedy and
philosophy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

© Waal, Frans de (2014). The Bonobo and the Atheist: In Search of Humanism Among the
Primates. New York / London: Norton.

Period 1

5 Sep 2022 28 Oct 2022
Print course description &

ECTS credits: 9.0
Instruction language: English
Coordinator:

MS.J.M. Kardaun

Teaching methods: PBL
Assessment methods:  Written exam
Keywords:

History of ideas, ethics, Plato, Nietzsche,
Greek tragedy, (post-Jmodernism
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Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Academic Reading Across Disciplines

Full course description

This skills course introduces students to scientific research in the field of humanities, focusing on
history, philosophy, art and literature studies and the qualitative social sciences. Apart from
familiarising students with texts from these disciplines, this skills course introduces students to
the idea of interdisciplinary research through one example of an interdisciplinary text.
Thematically the course features texts in the realm of the “good life” and social media.
Furthermore, this skills training trains a number of academic skills, including the close reading of
argumentative texts; summarising texts; understanding the contents of texts in light of their
distinct disciplinary aims; recognising different methodological approaches specific to each

discipline.

Course objectives
To give an elementary preparation to the students to study in an interdisciplinary and PBL
environment.

Period 1

5 Sep 2022 28 Oct 2022
Print course description &

ECTS credits: 4.0
Instruction language: English
Coordinators:

© LLJ. Melchior
© M.M.M. Oostindie

Teaching methods:
Assignment(s), Lecture(s), Paper(s), PBL,
Skills

Assessment methods: Portfolio

Keywords:
Academic skills, reading, interdisciplinarit

y




