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Control or care?



The right to privacy



Privacy: Definitions

• William Prosser (1960)

1. Intrusion upon a person’s seclusion or solitude, or into

his/her private affairs

2. Public disclosure of embarrassing private facts about

an individual

3. Publicity placing one in a false light in the public eye

4. Appropriation of one’s likeness for the advantage of

another

• Alan Westin (1967)

- The ability to determine for ourselves when, how, and to

what extent information about us is communicated to

others



Panopticon

https://www.e-ir.info/2011/03/02/to-what-extent-is-the-panopticon-a-suitable-analogy-for-power/



Panopticon

• “a new principle of construction applicable to any sort of

establishment, in which persons of any description are to

be kept under inspection; and in particular to penitentiary-

houses, prisons, houses of industry, work-houses, poor-

houses, manufactories, mad-houses, lazarettos, hospitals,

and schools” (Jeremy Bentham, [1995], p. 29)

Bentham, J. (1995). The panopticon writings. London / New York: Verso.



Panopticon

• With regards to schools, panopticon – an efficient and “a

simple idea in Architecture!” (Jeremy Bentham, [1995], p.

95) - could constrain children through its design, especially

during the hours of study: “All play, all chattering – in short,

all distraction of every kind, is effectually banished”

(Jeremy Bentham, [1995], p. 86)

Bentham, J. (1995). The panopticon writings. London / New York: Verso.



• Surveillance - “sur” – “veiller”

• Sousveillance - “sous” – “veiller”

• Coveillance

• Self-surveillance

Mann, S., Nolan, J., & Wellman, B. (2003). Sousveillance: Inventing and using wearable computing devices for data 

collection in surveillance environments. Surveillance & Society 1 (3), pp. 331-355. 



https://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2016/12/21/chinas-social-credit-system-turning-big-data-into-mass-surveillance/



https://www.ibtimes.com/police-are-deleting-smartphone-videos-crime-scenes-even-though-its-illegal-2359913



https://www.forbes.com/sites/parmyolson/2014/12/11/jawbone-employee-fitness-monitoring/#154b549b183b
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• “Once a dustbin, history becomes a freezer” (Allen, 2008, 

p. 57)

Allen, A.L. (2008). Dredging up the past: Lifelogging, memory, and surveillance. The University of Chicago Law Review, 

75:1, 47-74. 



Control or care?



Privacy: A human right

• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 12

- No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with

his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to

attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has

the right to the protection of the law against such

interference or attacks.

https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html 



Privacy: A human right

• The European Convention on Human Rights, Article 8

Right to respect for private and family life

1. Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family

life, his home and his correspondence.

2. There shall be no interference by a public authority with

the exercise of this right except such as is in accordance with

the law and is necessary in a democratic society in the

interests of national security, public safety or the economic

wellbeing of the country, for the prevention of disorder or

crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the

protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

https://rightsinfo.org/the-rights-in-the-european-convention/



Privacy: A child’s right

• Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 16

1. No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful

interference with his or her privacy, family, home or

correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour

and reputation.

2. The child has the right to the protection of the law against

such interference or attacks.

http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/k2crc.htm 



Privacy: A moral value

• Related to other moral values, e.g. freedom, autonomy, 

dignity

• Privacy is important for a liberal democracy 

• Conceptions of the good life


