
b-solutions
Promoting „Joint thinking and doing“ through the removal of border obstacles

https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/


The initiative

• 2-year pilot initiative

• promoted by the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
Regional & Urban Policy (DG REGIO)

• managed by the Association of European Border Regions  (AEBR) 



• Objective: Identify and promote sustainable methods of resolving 
border obstacles of a legal and/or administrative nature along EU 
internal land borders

• 2 calls for proposals to identify: 10 pilot projects and 35 advise cases 
to overcome obstacles to cross-border cooperation



Background information

• 40 land borders between the 28 EU Member States and EFTA countries

• 448 regions (NUTS3 level) located alongside at least one border

• 30% of  Europeans live in these regions

> Persisting obstacles are a clear brake to the development of the endogenous 
growth potential of border regions



• Employment
• Health
• Transport
• Multi-lingualism

• Institutional cooperation
• Information services
• eGovernment
• Evidence and data.

Thematic areas

COM(2017)534
Boosting Growth and Cohesion in European Border Regions



• Public bodies with a national boundary limiting their territory

• Co-applicant on the other side of the border

• Located in one of the 28 EU Member States or EFTA Countries 

• To receive a grant up to 20,000 Euros  

• Implementation period up to 15 months

I Call for Proposals
1 February 2018 – 30 April 2018  



10 Pilot Actions 

• 8 experts involved in the selection process

• 14 EU Member States 

• 10 Different borders

• 5 out of the 6 thematic areas covered

• To be implemented until the 31 October 2019  



An overview

• 4 cases under „Institutional cooperation“

• 3 cases under „Employment“

• 1 cases under „Health“

• 1 cases under „Transport“ 

• 1 case under „Multi-lingualism“



The 10 Pilot Actions 



II Call for Proposals
1 February 2019 – 12 April 2019 

• Public bodies with a national boundary limiting their territory

• Located in one of the 28 EU Member States or EFTA Countries

• To receive the consultancy service of legal experts

• 4 months implementation period



33 Advice Cases

• 19 EU Member States 

• 14 different borders

• 6 out of 8 thematic areas covered

• 25 legal experts involved



An overview: 

• 12 cases under „Institutional cooperation“

• 7 cases under „Transport“

• 6 cases under „Health“

• 6 cases under „Employment“ 

• 1 case under „Multi-lingualism“

• 1 case under „eGovernment“ 



The 33 Advice Cases 









What is next?

December 2019: on the basis of the reports submitted by the Pilot Actions 
(I Call for Proposals) and the Advice Cases (II Call for Proposals), AEBR will 
produce a compendium.

Aim: Illustrate and communicate the main findings and proposals to foster 
cooperation where obstacles were found and in similar cases in other border 
regions. 

Expected outputs: lessons learnt and policy recommendations. 



How to communicate: 

„Replicability“ is the goal

„Dissemination“ is the key

Share your obstacle(s) on the European Commission‘ s 
online platform

“Boosting EU border regions” – Futurium

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/border-regions/pilot-projects


Stay tuned!

Find out more about b-solutions on the dedicated website: 
https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/

THANK YOU!!

https://www.b-solutionsproject.com/

