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Student Body

70 students coming from 20 different countries!



1. One programme  
 
A coherent curriculum where courses logically build on 
each other toward the MA thesis 

2. Three Specialisations 

o Public Policy and Administration; 
o International Relations; 
o Global Challenges. 

3. Problem-Based Learning in Small Seminars 

4. Professional Skills Trajectory

MA Programme in European Studies



Highlights: Maastricht Treaty





o Period 1: Post-War Europe (common) 

o Period 2: The European Policy Process 

o Period 3: EU Budget and Economic Governance (4 weeks) 

o Period 4: Europeanisation and Domestic Change 

o Period 5: Civil Society and European Integration (4 weeks) 
 

MA European Studies: Public Policy and Administration



o Period 1: Post-War Europe (common) 

o Period 2: International Relations and Global Governance 

o Period 3: EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy (4 
weeks) 

o Period 4: EU Foreign and Security Policy 

o Period 5: EU External Economic Policy (4 weeks)

MA European Studies: International Relations



o Period 1: Post-War Europe (common) 

o Period 2: International Relations and Global Governance 

o Period 3: Europe, Multilateralism and Multipolarity (4 
weeks) 

o Period 4: Europe and International Migration 

o Period 5: Europe and the Global South (4 weeks)  

MA European Studies: Global Challenges





Thesis trajectory (full year) 

o Original research; 
o Thesis skills training (September-January); 
o Individual supervision (January-June); 
o Thesis conference (May); 
o Submission of 12.000-15.000 words thesis 

(June).  





o We focus on actual problems 

o Why does the EU have a democratic deficit? 
o How can Europe deal with the refugee crisis, populism, Russian 

aggression or the emerging powers? 
o What are the relations between Europe and the UK after Brexit? 
o Will there be an European army? 

o We discuss them in tutorial seminars (max 15 students) 

o We consider different (academic) perspectives 

o We provide state-of-the-art insights through lectures

Problem-Based Learning







  
o Government & Politics / Governance (national, provincial 

and local) 28%; 
o European Commission / European institutions 17%; 
o Marketing and communications 8%; 
o Education and Teaching 7%; 
o NGOs 6%; Research 6%; Consultancy 6%; Sales 6%; 
o Journalism & Information 4%; Film & Media 4%; 
o IT & Computers 3%; Legal Affairs 2%;  
o Business & Finance 2%; Management & Administration 1%.

Alumni profiles



Virginijus Sinkevičius, European Commissioner 2019-2024 
MA in European Studies 2012-2013



o Deadlines: EU/EEA students: 1 June (Non-EU/EEA students: 1 May) 

o Documents required for admission 

o Relevant academic undergraduate degree + list of grades 
o English language proficiency 
o Curriculum vitae + motivation letter 
o One academic paper of 2000 words 

o Admissions tips and tricks 

o Apply now — not on 1 June; 
o Submit full dossier (e.g. also list of grades from Erasmus 

exchange) 
o Motivation letter 

o Why European Studies in Maastricht? 
o Which specialisation? What (possible) thesis topic? 
o Why are you qualified? Highlight undergraduate theses/papers 

and research methods courses

Admissions



  
 For further information: 

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/masters  

Email: 
master-fasos@maastrichtuniversity.nl  

or:  
h.dijkstra@maastrichtuniversity.nl  
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