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New Members
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Elin Borjedal joined Maastricht University in September 2017
as Lecturer in European Fundamental Rights and European
Law. Currently, she is conducting her PhD research in the field
of European Fundamental Rights. Elin studied law at Maastricht
University, Copenhagen University, and KU Leuven.

John Cotter is Lecturer and Researcher at the Department of
International and European Law. John’s research interests lie in
the area of European institutional law, with a particular focus on
the Article 267 TFEU Preliminary Reference Procedure. John
completed his studies at University College Cork, Universitat
Konstanz, King's Inns, and received his PhD from Trinity
College Dublin.

Before joining Maastricht University in September 2017, John
worked as a Research Assistant at the Office of the Attorney
General on the Statute Law Revision Project, practised at the
Irish bar, and lectured at Dublin City University and at the
University of Wolverhampton.




Lucia Martinez Lorenzo is PhD candidate at Maastricht
University and the University of Hasselt. Her research focuses
on Public Procurement Law and, more specifically, on the
implementation of Directive 24/2014/EC on public procurement.
Before starting her PhD, Lucia studied at Universidad de
Deusto, Universidad Antonio de Nebrija, and Maastricht
University, where she obtained her LL.M. at the European Law
School, specialising in Public Law and Governance.

Franco Peirone joined Maastricht University and MCEL in
November 2018. He is Lecturer in European and Constitutional
Law at the Department of Public Law.

He pursued his legal education at University of Torino (where
he also obtained his PhD), Maastricht University, and NYU.
Prior to his appointment at Maastricht University, he was a
visiting scholar at George Washington University, post-doctoral
scholar at Universita del Piemonte Orientale, and Emile Noél
Fellow at the Jean Monnet Center for International and Regional
Economic Law & Justice at NYU.
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Visiting Researchers
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Nicola Bergamaschi is Lecturer and Researcher at the
University of Bologna, where he also obtained his law degree.
During his stay in Maastricht, between October and December
2018, he conducted research on EU External Relations Law
under the supervision of Prof. Andrea Ott.

loannis Gerasimos is an attorney in Athens and is conducting
his PhD research at the National and Kapodistrian University of
Athens. The core of his research concerns national and
European constitutional identities. loannis studied law at the
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and the
University of Edinburgh. loannis conducted a visiting research
period in Maastricht under the supervision of Prof. Monica
Claes.

Beatrice La Porta is a lawyer specialised in food law. She
studied law at the University of Palermo and LUMSA University
in Rome. Beatrice is currently pursuing her PhD at the Agri-
System Doctoral School of the Catholic University of the Sacred
Heart in Piacenza. Her PhD research focuses on the legal
framework regulating novel food. Beatrice carried out a visiting
research period in Maastricht between May and June 2018
under the supervision of Prof. Ellen Vos.
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Trainees

Academic year 2017-2018

In the academic year 2017-2018, MCEL was supported by three trainees:

Maastricht Centre
for European Law

Diya Dilan was completing the final year of the LL.B European
Law School. Since then, Diya has graduated from her LL.B.
(cum laude) and is currently pursuing an LL.M. in Financial Law
at Leiden University.

Maia Ignatenko was completing her LL.M. in European Law,
specialising in Market Integration. Maia has now graduated from
her LL.M. (cum laude) and has started a Blue Book Traineeship
at the European Commission (DG JUST).

llaria Piovesan was completing the final year of the LL.B
European Law School. Since then, llaria has graduated from her
LL.B. (cum laude) and is currently pursuing a MA in European
Public Affairs at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at
Maastricht University, while continuing her traineeship at MCEL.




Academic year 2018-2019
In the academic year 2018-2019, MCEL is being supported by three trainees:

llaria Piovesan is currently completing the MA in European
Public Affairs at the Maastricht University Faculty of Arts and
Social Sciences after having graduated (cum laude) from the
LL.B. European Law School programme at Maastricht
University. Her traineeship at MCEL commenced in
September 2017.

Kejda Revaj is a student of the LL.M. International and
European Tax Law, after having graduated (cum laude) from
the LL.B. European Law School programme at Maastricht
University. Her traineeship at MCEL commenced in
September 2018.

Alexandra Zaytseva is currently completing the final year of
the LL.B. European Law School programme. Her traineeship
at MCEL commenced in September 2018.
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Grants and PhD Degrees

In_March, Ana Ramalho was awarded a grant within the framework of the WUN
Research Mobility Programme, which will allow her to conduct research in
collaboration with the University of Auckland. The topic of the project is "Reconciliation
of intellectual property policies in the framework of EU-New Zealand trade relations".

In April, Marcus Meyer successfully defended his
PhD thesis entitled “The Position of Dutch Works
Councils in Multinational Corporations”. The
thesis was supervised by Ferdinand Grapperhaus
and Saskia Klosse.

In_May, Hoai-Thu Nguyen was awarded her PhD after defending her thesis titled “An
uneven balance? A legal analysis of power asymmetries between national parliaments
in the EU”. The PhD project was supervised by Aalt Willem Heringa and Wytze van der
Woude.

In_June, Zvezda Vankova obtained her PhD after defending her thesis on “Circular
migration from the Eastern neighbourhood to the EU — the rights of migrant workers in
Bulgaria and Poland”. The PhD project was supervised by Hildegard Schneider and
Maarten Vink.

In_July, Pauline Melin defended her dissertation on “The External Dimension of EU
Social Security Coordination” and obtained her PhD. The PhD thesis was supervised
by Hildegard Schneider and Anne Pieter van der Mei.

In_July, Vigjilenca Abazi was awarded a VENI grant of 250,000 euros from the
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) for her research project
examining the legal position of whistleblowers in the EU. The research aims to deliver
conceptual clarity and workable policy solutions for whistleblower protection.

In September, a new European-wide training network for early stage researchers in the
field of disability rights received €4.1m in funding from the European Commission’s
Marie Curie programme. This network, entitted DARE (Disability Advocacy and
Research for Europe), will be co-ordinated by the Centre for Disability Law and Policy
at the National University of Ireland, Galway. Other partners come from Belgium,
Iceland, Switzerland, Portugal, and the United Kingdom. Lisa Waddington will
coordinate the project on behalf of Maastricht University.
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https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/news/ana-ramalho-wins-wun-research-mobility-programme-grant
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https://law.maastrichtuniversity.nl/transmic/three-successful-phd-defenses/
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https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/news/veni-grant-dr-vigjilenca-abazi
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/news/marie-curie-disability-project-collaboration-lisa-waddington

In_September, Andrea Broderick was
awarded the Edmond Hustinx price for
Science 2018 for her research on the
United Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).
The award was announced during the
official opening of the academic year
2018-20109.

In_October, Maastricht University was awarded a large H2020 project on the
precautionary principle. The project will last three years, starting in February 2019.
MCEL Co-Director Ellen Vos will lead the Project Consortium together with Kristel De
Smedt and colleagues from the Centre for European Research in Maastricht (CERIM).
The project, entitted REconciling sCience, Innovation and Precaution through the
Engagement of Stakeholders (RECIPES), will address the topical question as to how to
protect health and safety of persons and the environment whilst promoting innovation.

Also in October, Stylianos Charitakis successfully defended his PhD thesis on ‘The
Challenges and the Consequences for the European Union of the Implementation of
the United Nations Convention On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities with a Focus
on Accessibility’. The project was supervised by Lisa Waddington and Bruno de Witte.

In_November, Annalisa Volpato successfully defended her PhD thesis and was
awarded a double doctoral degree from Maastricht University and the University of
Padova, Italy. Her thesis was titled ‘Towards a legal framework for the delegation of
Powers in the EU legal system’ and was supervised by Ellen Vos and Bernardo Cortese
(University of Padova).

In _December, Sejla Imamovic obtained her PhD,
successfully defending her thesis on ‘Conflicts in
European Fundamental Rights Protection: National and
European Courts’ Perspectives’. The thesis was
supervised by Monica Claes and Petra Foubert (Hasselt
University).
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Activities

In January, Diane Fromage and Thomas Christiansen (FAS0S) co-organised the
workshop “Recalibrating executive-legislative relations in the European Union” at the UM
Campus in Brussels. The event hosted four panels over two days, featuring scholars and
practitioners from prestigious universities and institutions. Gathering about 40 participants,
including a diverse mix of academics with mostly legal and political science backgrounds
and practitioners, the workshop took stock of the role of parliaments since the entry into
force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009.

At the end of January, Maja Brkan held two presentations at the conference “Computer,
Privacy and Data Protection” (CPDP), which took place in Brussels on 24-26 January. In
the first presentation, Maja spoke about the “Explainability of autonomous decisions”,
while in the second one she presented her paper “The concept of essence of fundamental
rights in the EU legal order: Peeling the onion to its core”.

*kk

In February, Andrea Ott was invited to speak at two events organised by the University
of Ankara at Ankara and Istanbul, Turkey (8-9 February). Both events dealt with the impact
of Brexit on the EU and its further implications on the EU-Turkey customs union. Andrea
Ott gave a presentation on the legal options structuring the future trade relations between
EU and UK.

Later that month (22 February), Maja Brkan gave a presentation at the conference
"Terminator or the Jetsons? The Economics and Policy Implications of Artificial
Intelligence"” at the Technology Policy Institute in Washington, DC. The conference
featured ten new research papers on the economics and policy implications of artificial
intelligence and machine learning. Maja's presentation was entitled "Do algorithms rule
the world? Algorithmic decision-making and data protection in the framework of the GDPR
and beyond”

*kk

In March, Maja Brkan delivered a visiting lecture at the Yale Law School in the USA. She
talked about “EU Data Privacy, Algorithmic Decision-Making, and the Right to
Explanation”.

~ Maastricht Centre
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Later in March, former MCEL Associate Director Elise Muir (now of Leuven University)
and Lisa Waddington participated in a
Workshop on “Anti-Discrimination Law in Civil
Jurisdictions” at Lincoln College, Oxford (15-
16 March). Lisa Waddington presented a
paper on The Relationship between Disability
Non-discrimination Law and Quota Schemes:
A Comparison between Common Law and
Civil Law Jurisdictions in Europe, while Elise
Muir commented on a paper on Polish non-
discrimination law.

At the same time, in Maastricht Mariolina Eliantonio organised the third SoLaR workshop
on “EU environmental soft law and its reception in the Member States” (14-16 March). The
event brought together scholars from different European universities and practitioners to
discuss the reception of EU environmental soft law at the national level.

At the end of March, Lisa Waddington also led a symposium at the Hosei University of
Tokyo (31 March). The symposium, entitled: Empowering "Vulnerable" Consumers in the
Market: Thinking and Talking about "Vulnerability" and Reasonable Accommodation,
explored the situational nature of vulnerability and discussed various options for
empowering consumers, including consumers with disabilities. Professor Waddington was
invited to give the symposium after publishing an article on EU consumer law and
"vulnerable" consumers in the European Law Review some years ago.

*kk

Ty
w - In April, upon invitation of the Department of International Law
,opunmnmmcmm from the Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia in Moscow,

Law INSTITUTE Marjan Peeters attended the XVI Blischenko Conference on
4 Public International Law (14 April). The 2018 conference was
dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. In total, 589 participants from 48 states attended
the Blischenko conference, during which Marjan held a plenary
address on behalf of Maastricht University. The conference
provided 19 expert workshops, and during the expert workshop
on International Environmental Law, Marjan presented her paper
"On Silent Objects and Barking Watchdogs: on the Role and
Accountability of Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations”. In the same week,
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Marjan delivered two lectures and two classes. Central themes were the Paris Agreement
and the Aarhus Convention.

Diane Fromage was invited to the Argentinian
Chamber of Deputies to give a talk on
Interparliamentary cooperation in the EU. Her
presentation analysed the dynamics of
interparliamentary cooperation among national
parliaments and between national parliaments
and the European Parliament. The changes
introduced by the Lisbon Treaty were highlighted,
as well as the challenges that still exist. This
paved the ground for an interesting discussion with the participants on the differences and
commonalities of cooperation within the EU and within Mercosur.

Diane Fromage was also invited to speak, together with Andrea Ott, at the first meeting of
the Alumni Circle of the LL.M programmes European Law School and International Laws.
Diane Fromage gave a master class on “The ECB’s accountability in the post-Banking
Union era”, while Andrea Ott gave lecture within the framework of CLEER (Centre for the
Law of EU External Relations) on “The Brexit conundrum: Stuck between Politics, EU and
International Law”.

Also at the UM Campus in Brussels, Bilyana Petkova and Tuomas Ojanen from the
University of Helsinki co-organized a workshop on the evolving role of online platforms (5
April). The event, titled “Fundamental Rights Protection Online: The Future Regulation of
Intermediaries” discussed the European legislative and judicial responses to the evolving
role of online platforms (Facebook, Twitter, other social media, blogging platforms, as well
as online hosting portals and search engines).

The following day, the conference
‘Innov-Al-tion Law for Technology 4.0”
was co-organised by Maja Brkan,
Catalina Goanta and Ana Ramalho. The
focus of the event was the exponential
technological advancement of Atrtificial
Intelligence (Al), which is creating a pressing need for a clear legal framework that the EU
is currently seeking to develop within Digital Single Market. Maja Brkan presented on the
topic "Explanation of algorithmic decision making: GDPR and technical feasibility: legal
perspectives” and chaired the second panel of the event, concerning Al. Ana Ramalho
delivered one of the presentations in that panel, speaking about “Ownership and access
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to data in the context of Al: legal perspectives”. Ana also chaired the last panel of the
event.

April was also the month in which two TARN (The Academic Research Network on
Agencification of EU Executive Governance) events took place in Brussels. First, the
TARN workshop on “Agencification of EU executive governance” (11 April), designed to
showcase the work of young researchers, who also received comments by senior
academics. Then, the Conference on “Performance, Operability and the Accountability
Overload of EU Agencies” (12-13 April) took a closer look at the current challenges which
EU agencies are facing in their operations, and especially at whether the concept of
‘agency accountability’ should be modified in order to facilitate complex agency
operations.

*kk

In May, Diane Fromage was invited to give a seminar on "Banking Union and
Accountability" at the Scuola Superiore Sant'’Anna in Pisa as part of the Jean Monnet
module “European Public Law-ius” (15 May). The Jean Monnet module deals with issues,
such as Brexit, the problematic accession of the EU to the ECHR, the difficulties
connected to Article 7 TEU and the debate about the possibility to set up a sort of
Copenhagen Commission, encouraging a critical and updated reflection on the most
recent developments in the field of European Public Law.

Maja Brkan was invited to speak at the conference on “Essence of fundamental rights in
EU Law”, organised by Elise Muir together with Mark Dawson and Orla Lynskey in Leuven,
Belgium (17-18 May). In that occasion, Maja spoke about “The Essence of the
Fundamental Right to Data Protection”.

Andrea Ott was invited to two international conferences. She first took part in the
interdisciplinary European Union in International Affairs (EUIA) Conference in Brussels
(16-17 May), where she presented her paper "Evading EU International Agreements in
the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice: Panacea or Poison?". She later attended the
“International Federation of European Law” (FIDE) Conference in Estoril. Together with
Professor Ramses Wessel (University Twente) she co-authored the Dutch national FIDE
report on the external dimension of the EU policies (24-26 May).
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Natassa Athanasiadou and Andreea Nastase
(FAS0S) co-organised a workshop on “Public Ethics
and Integrity in the European Parliament and
Commission” at the UM Campus in Brussels. The
workshop brought together academics and
practitioners from the EU institutions and NGOs and
focused on topical issues of conflicts of interest,

Nty revolving doors and lobbying. It was co-funded by
the Centre for European Research in Maastricht (CERIM) and the Erasmus+ EU
programme.

At the end of May, Vigjilenca Abazi co-organised a two-day conference (29-30 May) on
"Transparency of Independent Watchdogs" together with Diego Werneck Arguelhes at
The Center for Technology & Society (CTS) of the Fundacgao Getulio Vargas (FGV) School
of Law in Brazil. The keynote lecture was delivered by Professor David Pozen (Columbia
Law School), tracing transparency’s drift in Western democracies from a progressive
toward a more libertarian (or neoliberal) valence, and he offered some reflections on its
causes and consequences.

On the same dates, Diane Fromage, Phedon
Nicolaides and Paul Dermine co-organised a
workshop entitled “The European Central
Bank’s Accountability in a Multi-level European
Order” at the UM Campus in Brussels. The
workshop brought together academics and high-
level experts from the EU institutions to discuss
the accountability of the ECB in a post-crisis era.
The event was co-funded by the Faculty of Law of Maastricht, the Centre for European
Research in Maastricht (CERiIM) and the Universiteitsfonds Limburg. The papers are due
to be published in a special issue of the Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative
Law in 20109.

*k%k

In June, Ana Ramalho, Hildegard Schneider and Lisa Waddington organised the
workshop “Feeling Art: Crafting Intellectual Property Law to Enhance Disability Access to
Artistic Works through 3D Printing Technology” (25-26 June) at Maastricht University. The
workshop aimed at mapping disability exceptions worldwide and at reaching an
understanding of the status quo from the point of view of copyright law, disability law and
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art law, with the goal of recommending a harmonisation of the topic under public
international law, considering all the interests concerned.

Andrea Ott organised the CLEER summer school on the Law of EU External Relations
(25-29 June) at the UM Campus in Brussels. The fourth edition of the CLEER summer
school included 21 interactive lectures delivered by renowned academics and
experienced practitioners, covering fundamental aspects such as competences and mixed

T s | agreements,  institutions in  external
relations and the external dimension of EU
policies. The final day of the Brussels
summer school was devoted to Brexit and
EU external relations and Bruno De Witte
delivered the key note on "The use of
international law in the relations between
the EU and the UK".

Andrea Ott also attended the roundtable of external relations experts from practice and
academia on “Recent Developments in EU External Relations Law” at the University of
Luxembourg. The roundtable, organised by Professor Eleftheria Neframi and Dr. Mauro
Gatti, discussed case law, the autonomy of the EU legal order and the international
representation of the EU.

At the end of June, a conference was held in
Maastricht to mark the 25th anniversary of the MJ 2 5 e
Maastricht Journal of European and

Comparative Law (28 June). The conference
brought together original members of the Editorial Board, as well as current authors and
readers of the journal. The theme of the conference was “Bridging the Past and the Future”
and covered both comparative law and EU law. Monica Claes, Bruno de Witte, who was
one of the original members of the Editorial Board, and Lisa Waddington, who was the
journal’s first executive editor, all spoke at the conference, in a panel which also included
Professor Paul Craig, Professor Grainne de Burca and Kieran Bradley.

and Comparative Law

*kk
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In July, Pauline Melin and Zvezda Vankova
participated in the panel "Migrants’ Access to
Welfare in the European Union: Policy
Transformations and Migrants’ Experiences in
Times of Crisis” which was part of the IPSA World
Congress of Political Science in Brisbane,
Australia. They presented the paper “Social
protection in the EU and beyond: a legal analysis of the EU and Member States’ responses
to the crises” which built on their work for the MitSoPro project coordinated by University
of Liege.

*kk

In August, Maja Brkan presented on “Privacy Challenges of Artificial Intelligence” at the
13t edition of the IFIP summer school on Privacy and Identity Management, which took
place in Vienna on 20-24 August.

*kk

In September, MCEL inaugurated the new academic year with its annual Academic
Opening Conference (11 September). This year, the event covered “Legal Issues and
New Developments in the Digital Single
Market”. Gathered in the Groote
Sociéteit, MCEL members and students
discussed the challenges and
opportunities resulting from digitalisation.
The event featured presentations by
Maja Brkan and by two external
speakers, namely David Friggieri, Legal
and Policy Officer at the European
Commission Unit on Audio-visual and
Media Services, and Peggy Valcke,

& | Research Professor of ICT and Media

Law at KU Leuven.

*kk
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In October, Lisa Waddington and Andrea Broderick, together with Anna Lawson of Leeds
University (UK), hosted in Maastricht a conference on “The UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A
Comparative Analysis of the Role of Courts” (25-26
October). The two-day event presented a co-
ordinated series of accounts of how the CRPD is
being used and interpreted in domestic courts in a
variety of jurisdictions. The conference drew on the
emerging field of comparative international law to
provide a critical analysis of the factors which
underpin the extent and nature of the use of the mm
CRPD by domestic courts.

*kk

In November, the conference “25 Years of the Maastricht Treaty: Celebrating the
successes and facing the challenges”, was organised on the anniversary of the entry into
force of the Treaty (1 November). The event, hosted by the Provincie Limburg and co-
organised by Maastricht University, ITEM and the civil society organisation New
Europeans celebrated the successes of the Maastricht Treaty, but also discussed the
challenges for the European Union resulting from Brexit, populism and threats to the rule
of law. The event hosted presentations by many distinguished speakers, including
Hildegard Schneider, Lisa Waddington and Bruno de Witte.

At the end of November, MEP Gyodrgy Schopflin
visited the Faculty of Law to present at the
MCEL and TARN event on “EU Agencies,
Common  Approach and Parliamentary
Scrutiny” (19 November). Gyorgy Schopflin is
member of the Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)
committee of the European Parliament and the
rapporteur of AFCQO’s own initiative report on
EU agencies, drawn up with the contribution of
Ellen Vos, and presented to the AFCO
committee on 27 November.
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Research seminars

The MCEL research seminars are monthly research events for which distinguished
scholars are invited to talk about current developments within the law. The following
research seminars took place in 2018:

In January, the research seminar hosted Gareth Davies, Professor of European Law at
the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. In his presentation “Strategies of resistance to the Court
of Justice: interpretative pluralism”, Prof. Davies outlined the existing tensions between
the CJEU and the national courts, proposing the adoption of interpretative pluralism as a
way forward.

In February, the research seminar featured a presentation by Gaelle Dusepulchre,
permanent representative to the EU at FIDH (International Federation for Human Rights).
Gaelle Dusepulchre focused on the human rights aspects of EU external relations and
trade relations. She also discussed the Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) which
is one of the EU's main tools to promote human rights in third countries, as well as the
current state of play of Business and Human Rights. Future opportunities and steps
forwards to achieve better human rights protection were also discussed.

In March, the guest of the research seminar was Bart van der Sloot from the Tilburg
Institute for Law, Technology, and Society (TILT) of Tilburg University, who specialises in
the area of Privacy and Big Data. In his talk “Beyond the access-use debate: regulating
the analysis of information in the Big Data era in order to ensure reliability and
trustworthiness”, he presented some options to ameliorate the existing regulatory
framework.

In April, MCEL welcomed Harm
Schepel, Professor of Economic
Law at Kent Law School and the
Brussels School of International
Studies, University of Kent. In his
presentation “The Interaction
between EU Law and
International Investment Law
after Achmea”, he commented on
the latest developments in international investment law.
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In May, MCEL was delighted to host Giacinto
della Cananea, Professor of Administrative
Law and EU Administrative Law at University
of Rome Tor Vergata (ltaly) and principal
investigator under the ERC Advanced Grant
for the research project on the “Common _
Core of European Administrative Laws”
(COCEAL). Giacinto della  Cananea
presented his paper ‘The ‘Common Core’ of
Administrative Laws in Europe: A Framework
for Analysis’ (co-authored with Mauro
Bussani) to a crowded Board Room, as the
seminar also welcomed Master students of
the Faculty of Law.

In October, after the summer break, the research seminars resumed with a talk by Jean-
Paul Keppenne, director of the Legal Service of the European Commission, in charge of
all Eurozone-related issues. In his talk, titled “The Future of Eurozone Governance”, Jean-
Paul Keppenne took stock of the various reforms that the Eurocrisis precipitated,
highlighting the remaining gaps in the architecture of the Euro, and the challenges ahead.
He also looked at the future developments in the field, especially in relation to the various
proposals tabled by the European Commission in December 2017 and May 2018.

In November, the research seminar hosted Katarzyna Granat, Marie Curie fellow at
Durham University. In her presentation “National Courts as ‘First Responders’ to the Rule
of Law Cirisis in the European Union”, she discussed the contribution of Member State
courts to the enforcement of the rule of law in the European Union (EU), especially in
comparison with more political instruments available to the European Commission, such
as the Article 7 TEU procedure.

In December, the last research seminar of 2018 offered a rare glimpse into the concrete
functioning of the Court of Justice of the European Union. The speaker, Alexandre Saydé,
provided meaningful insights into the actual making of a judgment based on his 7 years
of experience as a référendaire at the Court.

” Maastricht Centre
for European Law



Forums

MCEL also organises forums where members - PhD scholars as well as more senior
scholars - present their current research or discuss current developments in the law.
These meetings were named “research forums” until June 2018 (academic year 2017-
2018), and “members’ forum” from September onwards (academic year 2018-2019).

In January, the first research forum of 2018 hosted Bilyana Petkova and, exceptionally,
an external speaker, namely Cristina Fasone, lecturer of Comparative Public Law at the
LUISS Guido Carli University in Rome. Bilyana presented on the topic “Leading Rights:
On Dignity, Free Speech and Privacy”, outlining how the protection of universal principles
varies across different jurisdictions. Cristina Fasone presented her research on
“Parliamentary representation and accountability in the Eurozone”.

In February, the research forum took the format of a case-law analysis and discussion.
Anne Pieter van der Mei walked the attendees through some of the most relevant CJEU
judgements delivered in the past years, laying the ground for a discussion on the outcome
case C-16/16 P Belgium v Commission, decided earlier that day, dealing with the
reviewability of soft law instruments.

In March, the research forum featured two presentations, the first by Jens Hillebrand
Pohl, and the second by Nicola Gundt. Jens discussed the long-awaited preliminary
ruling by the CJEU on the Case C-284/16 Achmea. Nicola’s presentation focused instead
on two cases on collective dismissal originating in Poland (Case C-149/16 Socha and
Case C-429/16 Ciupa) and, in broader terms, on the concept of ‘dismissal’ and other
relevant terminations in the sense of Art. 1(b) in line of Directive 98/59.
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In April, Diane Fromage presented her research on “Accountability in the Banking Union”
at the monthly research forum. In her analysis of the existing institutional framework, Diane
considered both the ECB's and the SRB's relationships to the Council, as well as the one
to national and European parliaments. Her presentation highlighted the specificities of the
mechanisms in place, as well as some potential shortcomings.

In May, the research forum took the format of a mock-defense, where Hoai-Thu Nguyen
presented the findings of her PhD. Her thesis, titled “An Uneven Balance? A Legal
Analysis of Power Asymmetries Between National Parliaments in the EU”, explores the
role that national parliaments play for representative democracy in the EU almost a
decade after the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon. Thu successfully defended her
PhD thesis on 25 May 2018.

In June, other two mock-defenses took place at the monthly research forum. The first by
Zvezda Vankova on “Circular migration from the Eastern neighbourhood to the EU — the
rights of migrant workers in Bulgaria and Poland”, and the second one by and Pauline
Melin on “The External Dimension of EU Social Security Coordination: Towards a
Common EU Approach”. Zvezda and Pauline successfully obtained their PhDs on 27 June
and 2 July 2018, respectively.

In September, the first members’ forum after the summer break hosted the presentation
of the visiting researcher John Gerasimos, as well as the mock-defense of Stylianos
Charitakis. John's presentation concerned the relationship between the national
constitutional identity of the Member States of the European Union as enshrined in Article
4 § 2 of the TEU with a common European constitutional identity. Stylianos presentation
explored instead the nature of the obligations of Article 9 of the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) with regard to accessibility and
examined how and to what extent the European Union (EU) is competent to implement
these obligations through legislative or other forms of policy-making. Stylianos
successfully defended his PhD on 11 October 2018.
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In October, the members’ forum took place together with the annual inventory of the
members’ research activities. Annalisa Volpato presented the findings of her PhD
research titled “Towards a legal framework for the delegation of powers in the EU legal
system”. In her presentation, the analysis of delegation of powers was not confined to
delegated acts pursuant to Article 290 TFEU, but also included the transferral of powers
to the European Commission pursuant to Article 291 TFEU, to the Council of the EU, to
the ECB, and to EU agencies. Annalisa successfully defended her PhD a few days after
the forum, on 9 November 2018.

In November, the last member's forum of 2018 hosted the mock-defense of Sejla
Imamovic. In her thesis, titled “Resolving Conflicts in European Fundamental Rights
Protection. National and European Courts’ Perspectives”, Sejla explored the tension
experienced by national courts in upholding the national Constitution, while, at the same
time, ensuring compliance of their state with the ECHR, EU law and EU fundamental
rights. Sejla successfully defended her PhD on 12 December 2018.
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Publications by MCEL Members

Books

Heringa, A. W., van der Velde, J., Verhey, L. F. M., & van der Woude, W.
(2018). Staatsrecht. (13ed.) Deventer: Kluwer.
ISBN: 9789013146172.

Klosse, S., & Vonk, G. J. (2018). Hoofdzaken socialezekerheidsrecht. (3
ed.) (Bakelsinstituut). The Hague: Boom Juridisch.
ISBN: 9789462904453

Schoenmaekers, S., & Delille, M. (2018). 10-jarige aansprakelijkheid in de
bouwwereld. Turnhout: Brepols Publishers.
ISBN: 9789087641306

Edited Books

Heringa, A. W., Hardt, S., & Waltermann, A. (Eds.) (2018). Bevrijdende en

Bevrijdende g
begrenzende

 soevereiniteit begrenzende soevereinteit. (Montesquieu Reeks). The Hague: Boom

Juridisch.
= ISBN: 9789462905740
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Heringa, A. W., & Schinkelshoek, J. S. (Eds.) (2018). Stratego, risk en
scrabble. (Montesquieu Reeks; Vol. 9). The Hague: Boom Juridisch.
ISBN: 9789462904705.

Heringa, A. W., & Schinkelshoek, J. (Eds.), Een goede raad: Stand van de
lokale democratie na de gemeenteraadsverkiezingen van 2018
(Montesquieu Reeks; No. 11). The Hague: Boom Juridisch.

ISBN: 9789462905696

Kamperman Sanders, A., Moerland, A., & Heath, C. (Eds.) (2018).
Intellectual Property Rights as Obstacles to Legitimate Trade? (IEEM
Series on International Intellectual Property Law; Vol. 9). Alphen aan den
Rijn: Kluwer International.

ISBN: 9789403503301

Kuijper, P. J., Amtenbrink, F., Curtin, D. M., de Witte, B., McDonnell, A., &
van den Bogaert, S. C. G. (Eds.) (2018). The Law of the European Union.
(5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

ISBN: 9789041154118

Prévost, D., Alexovicova, |., & Pohl, J.H. (Eds.), Restoring trust in trade:
Liber amicorum in honour of Peter Van den Bossche. London: Hart
ISBN: 9781509924202




Vidmar, J. (Ed.) (2018). The Hague Yearbook of International Law: Vol. 29
(2016). The Hague: Brill | Nijhoff.

ISBN: 9789004393622

Waddington, L., & Lawson, A. (Eds.) (2018). The UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A Comparative Analysis of

the Role of Courts. (International Law in Domestic Legal Orders). Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

ISBN: 9780198786627

~ Maastricht Centre
for European Law




Chapters in Books

Barkhuysen, T., van Emmerik, M., Jansen, O., & Fedorova, M. (2018). Right to a Fair and
Public Hearing (Article 6). In P. van Dijk, F. van Hoof, A. van Rijn, & L. Zwaak (Eds.),
Theory and practice of the European Convention on Human Rights (5 ed., pp. 497-
654). Cambridge-Antwerp-Portland: Intersentia.

Claes, M. (2018). Fundamental Rights. In P. J. Kuijper, F. Amtenbrink, D. M. Curtin, B. de
Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G. van den Bogaert (Eds.), The Law of the European
Union. (5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

De Witte, B. (2018). Structure and Evolution of Union Law. In P. J. Kuijper, F. Amtenbrink,
D. M. Curtin, B. de Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G. van den Bogaert (Eds.), The
Law of the European Union. (5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

De Witte, B., & Smulders, B. (2018). Sources of European Union Law. In P. J. Kuijper, F.
Amtenbrink, D. M. Curtin, B. de Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G. van den Bogaert
(Eds.), The Law of the European Union. (5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

De Witte, B. (2018). The Role of the Court of Justice in Shaping the Institutional Balance
in the EU. In J. Mendes & I. Venzke (Eds.), Allocating Authority — Who Should Do
What in European and International Law? (pp. 143-157). Oxford: Hart Publishing.

De Witte, B. & Martinelli, T. (2018). Treaties between EU Member States as Quasi-
Instruments of EU Law. In M. Cremona & C. Kilpatrick (Eds.), EU Legal Acts -
Challenges and Transformations (pp. 157-188). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

De Witte, B. (2018). Language Rights and the Work of the European Union. In I. Ulasiuk,
L. Hadirca & W. Romans (Eds.), Language Policy and Conflict Prevention (pp. 221-
230). Leiden: Brill Nijhoff.

De Witte, B. (2018). Judicialization of the Euro Crisis? A Critical Evaluation. In F. Allen, E.
Carletti & M. Gulati (Eds.), Institutions and the Crisis (pp. 103-110). Florence: EUI
(e-book).

De Witte, B. (2018). European International Law. In R. Schiitze (Ed.), Globalisation and

Governance - International Problems, European Solutions (pp. 227-242).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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De Witte, B. (2018). Les compétences exclusives des Etats membres existent-elles? In
Liber Amicorum Antonio Tizzano — De la Cour CECA a la Cour de I'Union: le long
parcours de la justice européenne (pp. 301-315). Torino: G. Giappichelli Editore.

De Witte, B. (2018). The European Union in the International System of Human Rights
Protection: Solo Singer or Voice in the Choir? In E. Bribosia & I. Rorive (Eds.),
Human Rights Tectonics — Global Dynamics of Integration and Fragmentation (pp.
225-241). Cambridge: Intersentia.

Heringa, A. W. (2018). Terwijl de samenleving verandert, operereert de staat als tig jaar
geleden: Kabinetsformatie 2017: constitutioneel gewogen. In A. W. Heringa, & J.
Schinkelshoek (Eds.), Stratego, risk en scrabble: Kabinetsformatie 2017 (pp. 55-
72). (Montesquieu Reeks; Vol. 9). Den Haag: Boom Juridisch.

Heringa, A. W., & Schinkelshoek, J. S. (2018). Riem en bretels: Kabinetsformatie 2017:
slotbeschouwing. In A. W. Heringa, & J. Schinkelshoek (Eds.), Stratego, risk en
scrabble: Kabinetsformatie 2017 (pp. 89-94). (Montesquieu reeks; No. 9). Den
Haag: Boom Juridisch.

Heringa, A. W., & Schinkelshoek, J. S. (2018). Zorg om de lokale democartie. In A. W.
Heringa, & J. Schinkelshoek (Eds.), Een goede raad: Stand van de lokale
democratie na de gemeenteraadsverkiezingen van 2018 (pp. 105-114).
(Montesquieu Reeks; No. 11). Den Haag: Boom Juridisch.

Heringa, A. W., Hardt, S., & Waltermann, A. (2018). Epiloog: bevrijdende oen
begrenzende soeveriniteit? In A. W. Heringa, S. Hardt, & A. Waltermann (Eds.),
Bevrijdende en begrenzende soevereiniteit (pp. 147-154). (Montesquieu Reeks).
Den Haag: Boom Juridisch.

Imamovic, S. (2018). The role of the Court of Justice in the fragmented European
fundamental rights landscape. In L. Violini, & A. Baraggia (Eds.), The fragmented
landscape of fundamental rights protection in Europe: The role of judicial and non-
judicial actors (pp. 73-93). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing.

Jansen, O. (2018). Administrative law sanctioning and mutual assistance in the European
Union. In R. Kert, & A. Lehner (Eds.), Vielfalt des Strafrechts im internationalen
Kontext: Festschrift fir Frank Hopfl zum 65. en Geburtstag (pp. 709-729). Wien:
NWYV - Neuer Wiss. Verl.
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Jansen, O. J. D. M. L. (2018). Handhaving en openbaarmaking Instellingswet ACM. In G.
J. Zwenne, & P. C. Knol (Eds.), Privacy & telecommunicatierecht (6 ed., pp. 1228-
1265, 1268-1293, 1295-1299). Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

Klosse, S. (2018). De Participatiewet: een eerste indruk. In A. Eleveld (Ed.), De
Participatiewet, een grondrechtenperspectief (pp. 9-33). (Monografieén Sociaal
Recht). Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

Lawson, A., & Waddington, L. (2018). Setting the Scene. In L. Waddington, & A. Lawson
(Eds.), The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A
comparative analysis of the role of court (pp. 1-12). (International Laws in Domestic
Legal Orders). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Lawson, A., & Waddington, L. (2018). Interpreting the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities in domestic courts. In L. Waddington, & A. Lawson (Eds.), The UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A comparative
analysis of the role of courts (pp. 466-537). (International Law in Domestic Legal
Orders). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Moerland, A. (2018). Governance Systems of Geographical Indications: An Example of
Institutions Enabling Trust and Cooperation among Producers. In D. Prévost, .
Alexovicova, & J. Hillebrand Pohl (Eds.), Restoring Trust in Trade: Liber Amicorum
In Honour of Peter Van den Bossche (pp. 67-84). London: Hart Publishing.

Moerland, A. (2018). The Registration of Descriptive Terms in International Trade. In A.
Kamperman Sanders, C. Heath, & A. Moerland (Eds.), Intellectual Property Rights
as Obstacles to Legitimate Trade? (pp. 77-105). (IEEM International Intellectual
Property Series; Vol. 9). Alphen a/d Rijn: Kluwer Law International.

Ott, A. (2018). Enlargement Policy. In H. Hofmann, G. Rowe, & A. Tuerk (Eds.),
Specialized administrative law of the European Union - a sectorial review (pp. 13-
39). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Ott, A. (2018). The EU Commission’s administrative agreements: 'Delegated treaty-
making' in between delegated and implementing rule-making. In E. Tauschinsky, &
W. Weiss (Eds.), The legislative choice between delegated and implementing acts
in EU law: Walking a labyrinth (pp. 200-232). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar
Publishing.
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Ott, A., & Wessel, R. A. (2018). The Netherlands. In J. L. da Cruz Vilaga, N. Pigarra, R.
Leandro Vasconcelos, & A. Saavedra (Eds.), The external dimension of the EU
policies: Horizontal issues; trade and investment; immigration and asylum:
Congress proceedings XXVIII FIDE Congress (Vol. 3, pp. 755-791). Lison/Estoril.

Ott, A., & Van der Loo, G. (2018). The nexus between CCP and the CFSP: achieving
foreign policy goals through trade restrictions and market access. In S. Blockmans,
& P. Koutrakos (Eds.), Research Handbook on the EU's Common Foreign and
Security Policy (pp. 230-253). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing.

Peeters, M. (2018). Environmental principles in international climate change law. In L.
Kramer, & E. Orlando (Eds.), Principles of Environmental Law (pp. 509-524). (Elgar
Encyclopedia of Environmental Law; Vol. VI). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar
Publishing.

Pohl, J. H., Prévost, D., & Alexovicova, |. (2018). Restoring trust in trade: Introduction. In
D. Prévost, |. Alexovicova, & J. H. Pohl (Eds.), Restoring trust in trade: Liber
amicorum in honour of Peter Van den Bossche (pp. 1-13). London: Hart.

Pohl, J. H. (2018). A blueprint for a plurilateral WTO Arbitration Agreement under Article
25 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding. In D. Prévost, I. Alexovicova, & J.
Hillebrand Pohl (Eds.), Restoring trust in trade: Liber amicorum in honour of Peter
Van den Bossche (pp. 139-155). London: Hart.

Ramalho, A. (2018). Intellectual Property. In P. J. Kuijper, F. Amtenbrink, D. M. Curtin, B.
de Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G. van den Bogaert (Eds.) (2018). The Law of the
European Union. (5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

Reslow, N. (2018). Making and implementing multi-actor EU external migration policy: the
mobility partnerships. In S. Carrera, L. den Hertog, D. Kostakopoulou, & M.
Panizzon (Eds.), EU external migration policies in an era of global mobilities:
Intersecting policy universes (pp. 277-298). (Immigration and Asylum Law and
Policy in Europe; Vol. 44). Leiden: Brill | Nijhoff. DOI:
10.1163/9789004354234_013.

Schoenmaekers, S. (2018). Public Procurement. In P. J. Kuijper, F. Amtenbrink, D. M.

Curtin, B. de Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G. van den Bogaert (Eds.) (2018). The
Law of the European Union. (5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.
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Rottger-Wirtz, S. (2018). Delegated and implementing acts in the regulation of
pharmaceuticals — an analysis through the lens of subsidiarity. In E. Tauschinsky,
& W. Weil3 (Eds.), The legislative choice between delegated and implementing acts:
Walking a labyrinth (pp. 117-144). Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing.

Steppe, R., & Devroe, W. (2018). De Europese verkeersvrijheden en brexit: vestiging,
diensten en kapitaal. In VRG-ALumni (Ed.), Recht in beweging. 25ste VRG-
Alumnidag 2018 (pp.- 253-268). Oud-Turnhout/'s-Hertogenbosch:
Gompel&Svacina.

Vankova, Z. (2018). The EU’s Approach to Circular Migration in the Context of the Eastern
Partnership Neighbourhood. In S. Carrera, L. den Hertog, D. Kostakopoulou, & M.
Panizzon (Eds.), EU external migration policies in an era of global mobilities:
Intersecting policy universes (pp. 155-176). (Immigration and Asylum Law and
Policy in Europe; Vol. 44). Leiden: Brill | Nijhoff. DOI:
10.1163/9789004354234_008.

Vidmar, J. (2018). Secession and the Limits of Democratic Decision-Making. In J. Jordana,
M. Keating, A. Marx, & J. Wouters (Eds.), Changing Borders in Europe: Exploring
the Dynamics of Integration, Differentiation and Self-Determination in the European
Union (pp. 200). (Routlegde/UACES Contemporary Studies). London: Routlegde.

van der Mei, A. P. (2018). Free Movement of Workers and Coordination of Social Security.
In P. J. Kuijper, F. Amtenbrink, D. M. Curtin, B. de Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G.
van den Bogaert (Eds.) (2018). The Law of the European Union. (5 ed.) Deventer:
Wolters Kluwer.

van der Mei, A. P., & Vos, E. (2018). EU Health Law and Policy. In P. J. Kuijper, F.
Amtenbrink, D. M. Curtin, B. de Witte, A. McDonnell, & S. C. G. van den Bogaert
(Eds.) (2018). The Law of the European Union. (5 ed.) Deventer: Wolters Kluwer.

Vos, E., & Réttger-Wirtz, S. (2018). EU food law and the WTO: Trade, science and politics.
In D. Prevost, |. Alexovi€ova, & J. Hillebrand Pohl (Eds.), Restoring trust in trade:
Liber amicorum in honour of Peter Van den Bossche (pp. 219-234). London: Hart
Publishing.

Waddington, L. (2018). Reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities: Part of
the right to equality and non-discrimination. In D. Goulas, & S. Kofinis (Eds.),
Applying non-discrimination law / H amraydpeuon twv dlakpioswv oatnv mpdén (pp.
89-97). Thessaloniki: Hellenic League for Human Rights.
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Waddington, L. (2018). Australia. In L. Waddington, & A. Lawson (Eds.), The UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A comparative
analysis of the role of courts (pp. 51-88). (International Law in Domestic Legal
Orders). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Waddington, L. (2018). The European Union. In L. Waddington, & A. Lawson (Eds.), The
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A comparative
analysis of the role of courts (pp. 131-152). (International Law in Domestic Legal
Orders). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Waddington, L. (2018). The domestication of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities: Domestic legal status of the CRPD and relevance for court judgments.
In L. Waddington, & A. Lawson (Eds.), The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities in Practice: A comparative analysis of the role of courts (pp. 538-
555). (International Law in Domestic Legal Orders). Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Waddington, L. (2018). The role of the judiciary and its relationship to the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In L. Waddington, & A. Lawson (Eds.), The
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Practice: A comparative
analysis of the role of courts (pp. 576-593). (International Law in Domestic Legal
Orders). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Waddington, L. (2018). The influence of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities on EU Non-Discrimination Law. In U. Belavusau, & K. Henrard (Eds.),
EU anti-discrimination law beyond gender (pp. 339-361). Oxford/London/New
York/New Delhi/Sydney: Hart Publishing.

Waddington, L., & Poulos, A. (2018). The right to health of children with disabilities in
international law. In J. H. H. M. Dorscheidt, & J. E. Doek (Eds.), Children’s rights in
health care (pp. 357-381). Leiden: Brill. DOI: 10.1163/9789004327573_016.

Waddington, L., & Muir, E. (2018). Directive 2000/78/EC establishing a general framework
for equal treatment in employment and occupation. In E. Ales, M. Bell, O. Deinert,
& S. Robin-Oliver (Eds.), International and European Labour Law. Article-by-Article
Commentary (pp. 520-547). (IEBL International and European Business Law).
Frankfurt am Main: C.H. Beck - Hart - Nomos.
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PhD Theses

Charitakis, S. (2018). Access denied: The Role of the European Union in Ensuring
Accessibility under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. DOI: 10.26481/dis.20181011sc.

Imamovic, S. (2018). Resolving conflicts in European fundamental rights protection:
National and European courts’ perspectives. DOI: 10.26481/dis.20181212si.

Melin, P. (2018). The external dimension of EU social security coordination: towards a
common EU approach. DOI: 10.26481/dis.20180702pm.

Meyer, M. (2018). The Position of Dutch Works Councils in Multinational Corporations.
DOI: 10.26481/dis.20180409mm.

Nguyen, H-T. (2018). An uneven balance? A legal analysis of power asymmetries between
National Parliaments in the EU. DOI: 10.26481/dis.20180525hn.

Vankova, Z. (2018). Circular migration from the Eastern neighbourhood to the EU: The
rights of migrant workers in Bulgaria and Poland. DOI: 10.26481/dis.20180627zv.

Volpato, A. (2018). Towards a legal framework for the delegation of powers in the EU legal
system. DOI: 10.26481/dis.20181109av.

Articles in Journals

Abazi, V., & Eckes, C. (2018). Closed evidence in EU courts: Security, secrets and access
to justice. Common Market Law Review, 55(3), 753-782.

Athanasiadou, N. (2018). Citizens’ Initiatives and Environment: The Potential of the
European Citizens’ Initiative for Influencing the Policy Agenda in Environmental
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203.

Athanasiadou, N. (2018). The European Citizens’ Initiative in Times of Brexit. European
Papers: a journal on law and integration, 3(3), 1379-1399. DOI: 10.15166/2499-
8249/275.
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Biermeyer, T., & Meyer, M. (2018). Chaos days and tragedy in EU legislation making on
cross-border corporate mobility? Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative
Law, 25(1), 3-6. DOI: 10.1177/1023263X18767801.

Biermeyer, T., & Meyer, M. (2018). European Commission Proposal on Corporate Mobility
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rescue of the Polish judiciary: ECJ 27 February 2018, Case C-64/16, Associacao
Sindical dos Juizes Portugueses. European Constitutional Law Review, 14(3), 622-
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Peeling the onion to its core. European Constitutional Law Review, 14(2), 332-368.
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