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Abstract:  

The understanding of the regulatory approach towards the reduction of aviation emissions is important 

for universities who want to consider (more ambitious) policies for controlling the aviation emissions 

caused by staff and students. Aviation emissions caused by travelling across the EU are predominantly 

regulated by the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS). Moreover, also Norway, Iceland, and 

Liechtenstein have joined this regulatory approach, and soon Switzerland will follow. Some Member 

States consider, or have introduced, additional regulatory approaches, such as taxes. 

 

Initially, the EU ETS was set up with a directive from 2003 to cap ànd reduce emissions from large 

industrial installations in a cost-effective way. The emissions from aviation were included with a 

directive from 2008 covering aviation emissions from 2012 onwards. However, this regulation of 

aviation emissions shows some remarkable differences compared to the regulation of emissions from 

industries, with, generally, a more favourable regulation of the aviation sector. Practice until now shows 

that industrial emissions have decreased, while aviation emissions have increased. This effect will be 

discussed in view of the specific characteristic of the emissions trading instrument, with an outlook on 

possible effects of the EU ETS regulation on aviation emissions until 2030 (and beyond).   

Furthermore, the international context and its related regulatory developments challenge the EU to 

consider its current internal regulation of aviation emissions. The inclusion of international flights 

(flights from / to third countries ) was suspended by the EU legislator after fierce international protests 

– even while this measure was `approved’ by the Court of Justice of the European Union. Meanwhile, 

in view of the Paris Agreement and spurred by more recent climate science reports, a political debate 

has started whether to strengthen the ambition of EU climate legislation, which may have an impact on 

the aviation emissions too. Developments within ICAO cause the EU to consider how to fine-tune its 

own unique approach (having the EU ETS covering the aviation sector) to the CORSIA regime from 

ICAO. Hence, `the regulatory landscape for the air’ is not yet crystallized, which makes it even more 

challenging for universities to choose how to develop a stable corporate approach on this matter. 

 

 

 


