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Additional 

Supervisor(s) 

Possible supervision contribution from Prof Simon Mackenzie 

(Maastricht and Victoria University at Wellington) and Dr Annette 

Hübschle (University of Cape Town) depending on the project; 

both are formal partners and part of Yates’ ERC-funded 

TRANSFORM project. 

Faculty Research 

Program(s) (more 

options possible) 

o Global Justice 

o Globalising Markets 

o Cross-border Cooperation and Mobility 

Applicable 

Chinese 

Government 

Sectors for Talent 
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三、人文与社会科学领域 / Humanities and Social Sciences  

全球变化与区域响应 / Global Change and Regional Response 

人类活动对地球系统的影响机制 / Human Activities and Their Impact on the 

Earth System 

Proposed list of 

topics 

(non exhaustive) 

We wish to support a PhD researcher interested in criminological 

research (causes and modus operandi) and criminal law research 

(regulation and sanctioning) into the illicit trafficking of cultural 

objects, fossils, and/or collectable wildlife from, to and through 

China. Of particular interest would be projects related illicit 

commodities flow, the link between this form of crime and climate 

change, and/or development, and the relationships between 

different actors in trafficking networks within the framework of 

research into white-collar crime. They will work in conjunction with 

the ERC-funded TRANSFORM Project to incorporate Asia generally 

and China specifically into our greater research on the networks 

involved in trafficking rare and culturally significant objects. They 

will have the benefit of drawing on the work coming from 

TRANSFORM’s other regional foci (Southern Africa, the Pacific, The 

Americas) for comparison and support, while developing their own 

geographic research line. 

Methodology The PhD researcher will use criminological, legal, and sociological 

research techniques, including but not limited to document and 

database study, observation, interviews, ethnography, policy 

comparison and evaluation, and case study analysis.  



 


