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Introduction: While the international legal order has traditionally 

been tilted towards the west, a shift in emphasis may be occurring 

towards East Asia. Regional approaches to international law are 

gaining prominence and emerging powers are demanding a greater 

voice. This changes the dynamics of the making and interpretation 

of international law, which serves a dual role as a procedural 

framework for dispute settlement but also a vehicle for making and 

breaking consensus on international norms across a number of 

important fields. 

 

Hypothesis and Objectives: The emergence of China as well as the 

increased familiarity of other states with international law and 

institutions will change an originally Western system and make it 

more truly universal. The objectives of this project are both to 

understand how this affects the foundations of the international 

legal system as well as specific regimes. It can focus on one area of 

law, including international trade, the law of the sea, and 

international peace and security or take a broader view. 

 

Impact: The project will improve the mutual understanding between 

Western and other approaches to international law. It will contribute 

to the development of a framework through which the way 

international law is used by states and other actors can be 

understood. 

Methodology The project methodology varies from doctrinal legal research to 

interdisciplinary approaches, analysing the law from historical, 

political and sociological perspectives. The research will be 

conducted within the Department of International and European Law 

of the Faculty of Law. 
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