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Abstract

Over the last century, countries of the Western world have transformed into ‘chemical
societies’. And they will pay the price for a long time to come: The overshot planetary
boundary for “novel entities” (i.e. man-made substances) illustrates how the chemical
pollution crisis creates a societal task just as big and demanding as the climate and
biodiversity crises. Based on research published in The Lancet, the World Bank reports that
in 2019 exposure to lead alone caused the premature deaths of more than 5.5 million
people globally. At the same time, massive amounts of human biomonitoring_data on
harmful chemicals in the European population show that our bodies are dangerously
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E polluted, and European citizens are deeply concerned about the impact substances present
Q in everyday products can have on their health and the environment. This lecture will take a
et close look at the EU industrial chemicals regulation REACH — the bloc’s regulatory response

i to chemical risks and threats. Attendees will gain insights into the key mechanisms of
W REACH, the chances they create and implementation shortcomings.
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Governing the EU’s Transition towards Climate Neutrality and Sustainability
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